Origin of Caste.                 245

dignity without intending to realize it, it is not easy to
determine. One thing, however, is certain, that as the
Brahman acknowledged no earthly superior, he had
little apprehension of his delinquencies being severely
visited. He could not be called to account for depart-
ing from his maxims, because no one was at liberty to
judge him. An austere rule of life could therefore
prove no greater restraint on his inclinations than he
himself chose to allow."

We now pass on to notice the position of the second
great caste. The Kshatriya is held to have been pro-
duced from the arms of Brahma, and is described as the
dispenser of justice, particularly as the one whose duty
it is to punish offenders, the civil power to whose'tender
mercies the Brahmans could hand over law-breakers.
He it is who has to see that the various castes attend to
their prescribed duties ; but in doing this work he must
abide by the decisions of the Brahmans. He must
cultivate humility, and is warned by the. example of
kings, who, through the absence of this virtue, have
been ruined. He is enjoined to seek sacred and secular
knowledge from the Brahmans, and to avoid various
kinds of immorality and sensuality. Of his ministers,
some are to be versed in the art of war, some in the
doctrines of religion. He should have for a wife a
woman of his own caste, and appoint a domestic purahit,
or priest, and be liberal in his gifts to the Brahmans,
for " an offering in the mouth of a Brahman is far better
than offerings to holy fires ; it never drops, or dries, or
is consumed." In battle he must be brave, resolute,
and generous ; but at the same time self-preservation is
carefully taught. " Against misfortune let him preserve
his wealth, at the expense of his wealth let him pre-
serve his wife, but at all events let him preserve himself,